
 

MEMORANDUM No. 26 

 

TO:    Kentucky School Architects 

 

FROM:   Greg Dunbar, Manager 

  District Facilities Branch 

 

DATE:   February 4, 2013 

 

RE:         School Safety and Security 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In his recent email communication to the state’s superintendents, Commissioner Holliday noted, “Many 

tragedies create an instinctive reaction to find immediate “after the fact” solutions. With the tragedy at Sandy 

Hook in Connecticut, school safety and security have come under the microscope.”  

 

Fortunately, many of Kentucky’s school districts have been addressing this issue for quite some time. 

However, some other districts are now scrambling to implement security measures at their schools. Although 

we feel this is a prudent response, required safety issues should not be compromised in the process.  

 

Within the last few weeks we have received requests for “security” projects that have been initiated and 

designed by school principals, maintenance directors and others within the district. Some of these projects 

have not addressed school security in the context of life safety. 815 KAR 10:060 Kentucky Standards of 

Safety defines the compliance requirements regarding life safety. This regulation includes the Kentucky 

Building Code, NFPA 1-Uniform Fire Code (2006), and NFPA 101-Life Safety Code (2006). Security 

design is not specifically addressed in these codes nor is it currently included in KDE regulation.    

 

The design of safe and secure schools is a complicated issue that requires the thoughtful efforts of the district 

and their consultants to achieve a holistic approach. The effects of proposed changes to means of egress and 

related components (doors, hardware, etc.), building systems (HVAC and controls, lighting (general, 

emergency and exit), fire alarm, communications, electrical, and security) should be addressed. The 

effectiveness of proposed materials should be evaluated relative to the level of security desired. How these 

changes are integrated with existing materials and finishes should be considered.  

 

By statute (KRS 323.033), alterations or new construction involving educational use groups regardless of 

capacity requires the services of a licensed architect. If the work involves the practice of engineering, this 

statute and KRS 322.360 also requires the services of a professional engineer.  

 

For the above reasons, this memo is intended to serve as a reminder of the requirements that must be met to 

address these issues for our districts and their consultants.  

 

Security projects shall follow the same guidelines as other KDE renovation projects and shall be 

initiated with the submission of a BG-1 Project Application Form. Upon approval, a BG-1 Checklist 

will be sent to the district outlining the steps that must be followed to complete the work. 

 

Funding 

 

In the 2008 revision to 4:180, the definition of “Major Renovation” added four (4) exceptions to the three (3) 

systems, thirty (30) year rules. One of these was allowing Safety and Security as a single system, “or if 

required by a change in regulation or code”.  We have allowed this work to be done with restricted funds if it 

is noted on the District Facility Plan (DFP) or if not on the DFP using restricted cash with the Capital Funds 

Request Process. You may want to review this option with the district when developing the BG-1.  



 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me or Tim Lucas at 502-564-4326 or send an 

email to Greg.Dunbar@education.ky.gov or Tim.Lucas@education.ky.gov.  

 

 
C:    

Andy Piaskowy;  apiaskowy@pca-arch.com;  

B. Grove;  bgrove@haferassociates.com;  

Baccus Oliver;  boliver@marcumengineering.net;   

Beth Chandler; bchandler@clotfelter-samokar.com; 

Brenda Leake; bleake@bardstown.com; 

Bill Richardson;  raarichardson@bellsouth.net;  

Bill Wallace;  bill.wallace@fayette.kyschools.us;  

Craig G. Aossey craig@gscottarch.com;  

CMTA Engineers;  carol@cmtaegrs.com;   

Curt Swinford;  curt@cms-architects.com;   

D. Wills;  dwills@haferassociates.com;  

Dan Roll;  bdrarch@windstream.net;  

David Jackson; djackson@hbiky.com;  

David Samokar;  dsamokar@clotfelter-samokar.com;   

David Wyatt; David.wyatt@hardin.kyschools.us; 

Debra Guess; dguess@scbarchitects.com; 

Ehmet Hayes;  reharchitects@fuse.net;   

Ethan Buell;  E.Buell@bfmj.com;    

Fran Scott;  fran@scott-klausing.com;   

Frances Jones; fjones@codellconstruction.com; 

Gary Leist;  gary.leist@education.ky.gov;   

Gary Milby; Gary.milby@hardin.kyschools.us; 

Gary Scott;   gscott@gscottarch.com;    

Gayle McGregor;  gayle@cms-architects.com;   

Greg Dunbar;  Greg.Dunbar@education.ky.gov;     

Greg Faulkner; gfaulkner@hbiky.com; 

Greg Fitzsimons;  FOArch@aol.com;  

Greg Winn;  winn.arch@insightbb.com;  

Herb Shulhafer;  herb@studiokremer.com;   

James Bauman;  James.bauman@education.ky.gov;  

Jack Stewart;  jack@stewartarchitecture.com;  

Jackie Sageser jsageser@clotfelter-samokar.com; 

Janet Pike;  jpike@aiaky.org;  

Jan Hooker;  jhooker@clotfelter-samokar.com; 

Jeff Cook; jcook@branscumconstruction.com; 

Jeff Pearson;  jpearson@pparch.com;   

Jim Blackburn             jblackburn@gscottarch.com;  

Jim Ewalt;  Jim.Ewalt@Oldham.kyschools.us;   

Jim Kennedy; Jim.kennedy@laurel.kyschools.us; 

Joni Lanham;  OFFICE@RBSDESIGNGROUP.COM;   

Joe Jones;  jjones@jrarchitects.com;   

Joe Sandman; jsandman@clotfelter-samokar.com; 

Joe Turley; jturley@insightbb.com;  

John Fisk;  John.Fisk@Covington.kyschools.us;  

John Gilbert;  jgilbert@rosstarrant.com;  

John Lee;  john.lee@jefferson.kyschools.us;   

John Niehoff;  johnn@vbnarchitects.com;   

John Thorne;  jthorne@grwinc.com;   

Judd Hubbard;  kyarchitect@bellsouth.net;  

Kathi Campbell; Kathi.campbell@jefferson.kyschools.us; 

Keith Sharp;  staff@jksae.com;   

Kenny Stanfield;  kstanfield@scbarchitects.com;   

Kenneth Hoffman;  Kenneth.hoffman@kerr-greulich.com;  

Kerr-Greulich Engineers;  info@kerr-greulich.com;  

Kevin Cheek;  kcheek@scbarchitects.com;   

Kevin Peck;  kpeck@pfgw.org;  

KTA Engineers;  kta@ktaeng.com;  

Larry Gream   lgream@pfgw.org;    

Lisa Clark; Lisa.clark@fayette.kyschools.us; 
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Marcus Highland  marcus@alt32.com;  

Margie Jacobs  margie@thjarch.com;   

Mark Ryles;  mryles@ovec.org;  

Martha Tarrant;  mtarrant@rosstarrant.com;   

Mary Lynne Lange; mlange@rosstarrant.com; 

Mary Wright; Mary.wright@fayette.kyschools.us; 

Matt Brooks;  matthew@alt32.com;  

Maurine Peters;  mpeters@pparch.com;   

McCulloch Architects;  mcculloch@bellsouth.net;  

Mike Jacobs;  mjacobs@omniarchitects.com;   

Mike Mulheirn;  mike.mulheirn@jefferson.kyschools.us;  

Mike Smith;  msmith@scbarchitects.com;   

Mike Sparkman;  mike@alt32.com;  

Pam Blackburn; pblackburn@gscottarch.com; 

Pat Weaver; pweaver@alliancecorporation.com; 

Paul Ochenkowski;  pochenkoski@eopa.com;  

Phil Gayhart;  pgayhart@scbarchitects.com;   

Phyllis Schry; Phyllis.schry@kenton.kyschools.us; 

Ralph Cooper;  rcooper@pca-arch.com;   

Rick Ekoff;  rekhoff@eopa.com;   

Rob Deal;  rdeal@jrarchitects.com;   

Rob Haney; Rob.haney@kenton.kyschools.us; 

Rodney Bennett; Rodney.bennett@education.ky.gov; 

Rodney Pickering; Rodney.pickering@meade.kyschools.us; 

Ron Murrell;  rmurrell@rosstarrant.com;   

Russ McFarland;  rmcfarland@clotfelter-samokar.com;  

Russ Litsinger;  rlitsinger@marcumengineering.net;  

Sandy Starks; Sandy.starks@jefferson.kyschools.us; 

Stan Klausing,  stan@scott-klausing.com;   

Scott Kremer;  scott@studiokremer.com;  

Scott Noel;  snoel@clotfelter-samokar.com;  

Scott Jackson;  Sjackson@clotfelter-samokar.com;  

Scott Setliffe;  Scott.setliffe@kerr-greulich.com;  

Shane Lyle;  slyle@grwinc.com;   

Shawn Benson; sbenson@vaughnmelton.com; 

Shrout, Tate, Wilson Engineers;  debra.ritchie@stweng.com;  

Stan Voelker;   stanv@vbnarchitects.com;    

Steve Eggers;  seggers@lkbarch.com;  

Steven Ward; Steven@studiokremer.com;  

Susan Biasiolli; Susan.biasiolli@jefferson.kyschools.us; 

Susan Smith; susan.smith@education.ky.gov;   

Susan Hill; susan@thjarch.com;    

Teresa Carpenter; tcarpenter@codellconstuction.com; 

Tim Geegan tgeegan@alliancecorporation.com; 

Tim Lucas; Tim.lucas@education.ky.gov; 

Timothy Murphy;  tim@murphygraves.com;   

Timothy Townsend;  tim@townarch.com;   

Todd Castleberry;  todd@cms-architects.com;   

Tony Thomas;  tthomas@clotfelter-samokar.com;  

Vic Camm;  vcamm@burnip.com;  

Wayne Thomas;  wthomas@ktaeng.com;   

WBW Engineers;  office@wbwengr.com;   

Willie McElroy; Willie.mcelroy@warren.kyschools.us; 
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